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For more than a year, a diligent Succession Team has been searching for just the right 
person to become the new Director, a person who will carry forward the mission and 
vision of the Center.  We are confident that the vibrant ministry and work of the Center 
will be continued with enthusiasm and creativity by the next Director who will begin 
her or his duties in mid-August. We anticipate the name of the new Director will be 
made public this summer. 

         S. Janet Weyker

                           Transition Time
Having served as Director since the Eco-Justice Center’s founding in 2004, S. Ja-
net Weyker is about to transition to a different role at the Center. She will con-
tinue to live and work at the EJC, but will no longer be responsible for the over-
all operations. Her reduced role will be that of “Coordinator of Volunteers.” We 
know she will continue to stay busy since the Center relies so much on the many 
volunteers who assist with the work of keeping the EJC a welcoming and beau-
tiful place for visitors who come to enjoy nature and learn about sustainability.

Support and Legacy Giving
A Message from EJC Board President

As you look around at the activities in this newsletter, we 
hope you see a clear demonstration that the EJC plays a 
worthy role in our community, tirelessly promoting the 
values of community, cultivation, contemplation, and 
creativity through environmental education and care of 
Earth. You could help us focus more on these important 
activities by taking the initiative in supporting us.  Here 
are ways you can help the Eco-Justice Center today:
• Donate items on our wish list. 
• Become a sustaining donor by contributing regularly.
• Talk us up! Tell your friends why you think the Cen- 
   ter is worth visiting and supporting.
• Inform us about potential donors or foundations.     
   Does your employer have a charitable giving fund? Do   

Janet is most grateful for all the support given by the dedicated Board, staff, friends, 
and the hundreds of volunteers through these beginning years. The work of caring for 
creation continues in a special way at the Eco-Justice Center; it is a calling that belongs 
to each of us. 

   you know about a donor who supports environmental causes?
• Name the Eco-Justice Center as a beneficiary on a financial instrument. Many people    
      have investments or life insurance policies that list primary and secondary beneficiaries.  
      Some  donors choose to enter a family member as a primary beneficiary and a charity as a
   secondary beneficiary. Consider listing the “Eco-Justice Center, Inc” as a beneficiary. 
• Leave the Center  a donation in your  will. We are very grateful for legacy gifts from people
   who find the Eco-Justice Center meaningful in their lifetimes.
• In Memoriam: If you are involved in funeral planning for yourself or a loved one, 
   consider recommending the Eco-Justice Center as a recipient of in memoriam gifts.

 What you do 
makes a difference,

 and you have to decide 
what kind of difference

 you want to make.
 - Jane Goodall

        Charlie Tennessen



 
 Donors: Dec. 2014-June 2015
           We are grateful! 

Althea Andersen 
Ann & Terry Anderson

 A.J. Arendt
 Kathryn Behling
 Betty Brenneman
 Mary Lou Broske
 Stan & Miriam Bugnacki
 Marcia Buhler
 Carole Burzynski
 Kathleen & Wayne Charneski
 Patricia Cherf
 Mary Chin
 Br. Jordan Coonen
 Paula Danke-Giombetti
 Venance & Helene Dederich
 Mary Lou Dolan
 Ron Eith
 Deb & Matthew Faircloth
 Trudy Farrell
 David Fawver
 Laura Flanagan
 Mary Lou France
 James Fus
 Kathy Garski
 Jean Gfall
Jeanne Gramza
Deanna & Richard Guenther
Al & Sharon Guetzlaff
Fr. Byron Haaland
Frank Hall
Christopher Hansen
Ann Heide
Katie & Tom Heinen
David Hetzel
Wally & Kathy Iselin
Ann Karrels
Tom & Carol Keller
Genny Kikilas
Bonnie Klesper
Beth Kramer
Bill & Mary Lou Krozack
Mrs. Larry Larson
Sherry Lui
Judy Lynch
Patricia Mahoney
Judy Martin
Roseann Mason
Peter McGowan
Erin McLaughlin
Marty Meissner
Don & Corrine Mlodzik
Paul & Judy Moriarty
Ann Nelson
Robert & Evelyn O’Connor
Fred & Kay Oomens
Ric & Mary Paul
Ken & Marilynn Pelky
Gladys Peterson
Kathy Pflieger
Janice  Phelps
Ted & Shannon Pintaro
Jean Piper
Angela Purpura
Marilyn Rewolinski
Patty Ryan-Meyer
Bruce & Jane Scharding Smedley
Joan Schoofs

Memorial Tree
Althea Andersen (center) along with her daughter 
Annette and son-in-law Michael, were delighted 
with the planting of a white oak tree in memory of 
her husband who died this past year.

Bat Houses 
As the saying goes, “If you build 
it, they will come!” That is what 
we are hoping will happen with the 
four new bat houses that were built 
by Micha Rivers and installed at the 
Eco-Justice Center this spring. The 
project was undertaken as part of 
Micha’s work to achieve the rank of 
Eagle Scout. 

Granary Repair
We are deeply grateful to an anonymous donor who contributed funds to repair the 1870’s 
granary. The building has been stabilized with the addition of cables in the attic area, a 
replacement bottom beam was put in place, and the north side stone foundation was tuck 
pointed. We were also able to replace some of the lower weathered boards with reclaimed 
cedar lumber. The guys who did the work declared, “It should be good for another 145 
years!”  One remaining task for the summer is to repaint the entire building.

Congratulations!
Congratulations to Bruce Zahn who has 
earned the distinction of becoming a Certi-
fied Passive House Consultant. He designed 
Wisconsin’s 4th Passive House, located in 
Milwaukee. For those who may not know, 
Bruce is the architect who designed the house 
addition, hermitage and tree house at the Eco-
Justice Center. We are continually grateful 
for his pro bono work at the Center.

Be the change 
you wish to see in the world. 

-Mahatma Ghandi



Wish List
  Whole corn
  Sand paper
  Copy paper
  Fiskars hand pruner
  Scissors
  Duct tape
  Pine chip animal bedding
  Wild bird seed
  Half-pint glass jars/lids
  “Forever” postage stamps

Volunteers
Volunteers are the heart and energy behind what keeps the EJC 
working smoothly and looking beautiful. We are so very grateful 
to the many individuals, families, and groups that have come to be 
a part of the EJC “community” by investing their time and talent at 
the Center. This winter and spring brought individuals, families and 
employees from Conway Freight, Johnson Bank, Lewis University, 
UNFI, The Prairie School, Racine Montessori, Racine Unified, Re-
uther High School, and St. Louis Church who donated their time 
and talent to the Center. Since our last newsletter, volunteers have 
contributed over 1,950 hours of service, the equivalent of having 
two full-time staff persons for a year!

     Laura Schneider, Alverno    Heidi Hanlon, UW-Parkside             Ema Kelley, UW-Parkside

Internships
The Eco-Justice Center has been triply blessed with the opportunity to mentor three stu-
dents studying environmental science and geography at UW-Parkside and Alverno College. 
These women served or are serving as interns this spring and summer.

Next Discussion Series
Wednesdays, 6:30-8 pm. from Oct. 21 - Nov. 18

Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold 
An inspirational and educational field trip is being planned to 
the Aldo Leopold Center in Baraboo on Oct. 15th for all who  
want to be a part of the discussion series. Call us by Oct. 1st 
at 262-681-8527 if you are interested in joining the group. 
Travel plans, details,  and cost of the trip will be posted on 
the EJC website and Facebook by the end of September. The 
day trip will include a stop at the International Crane Foun-
dation, just a ten minute drive from the Aldo Leopold Center.

Rest in Peace, Good 
Friend!

Grace, the EJC’s faithful 
golden retriever, took a trip 
over the rainbow on May 9th. 
Just a month before she died, 
she accompanied a group of 
campers on a hay wagon ride 
to Cliffside Park. Grace took 
her favorite red ball  along 
and enjoyed chasing after 
it while the kids played on 
the slides and swings. She is 
dearly missed.

There can be no doubt that a society rooted in the soil is 
more stable than one rooted in pavements. 

— Aldo Leopold

 New Arrivals
Estella, guards her 
brood of 17 duck-
lings that hatched 
on May 11. They 
were joined by 10 
more happy quack-
ers this week.

  Eric Schumann  
  Lois Servais
  Fran & Bob Simon
  Wm. Sklba
  Denise Sonberg
  Albert St. Peter
  Vivian & Russ Stetler
  Patrick Stewart
  Robert Strausser
  Linda Strum
  S. Esther Szambelan
  Judy Szot
  Carole Tennessen
  Charlie Tennessen
  John & Janice Topczewski
  Lynn & John Urban
  Karen Urben
  Brian & Teri Usher
  S. Jean Anthony Ver Voort
  Joe & Donna Weinzatl
  Mary Wenners
  Bob & Elaine Weyker
  Howard & Joyce Weyker
  Gene & Victoria Wiegand
  Don & Rita Witynski
  Joy Wolf
  Anonymous donors

  Organizations:
  Brown Family Chiro. 
  D’Aquisto Motor  
  DBA Mario’s
  Katt Construction
  Morath Foundation

  In Kind Donations:  
  Linda Ballweg
  Lorraine Barr
  Gordy Kacala
  Marty Meissner
  Laura Sonberg
  Charlie Tennessen
  Michael Wagner
  Carol Zuroske

We regret any errors or 
omissions. Please  report 
discrepancies via email.
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This newsletter is available in color on line at www.racinedominicans.org/eco-j.cfm. 
Tax deductible donations can also be made on line through Pay Pal on our website.

Fall Festival
Sunday

Sept. 20th

Fall Festival 2015
      Mark Sunday, September 20th on your calendars. It is the date of our annual 
Fall Festival.  This year’s fund-raising event is planned to be bigger than ever 
and will include a new feature called “Plein Air Art.” “En plein air” is a French 
expres sion mean ing “in the open air,” and refers to the act of paint ing out doors 
with the artist’s sub ject in full view. Plein air artists cap ture the spirit and essence 
of a land scape or sub ject by incor po rat ing nat ural light, color and move ment into 
their works. Ten accomplished local artists will be on site to create an original 
painting or drawing which will be auctioned at the end of the day.
     Other family fun features of the day will include pony rides, demonstrations 
of weaving, spinning, woodturning, calligraphy, butter making, and apple press-
ing, along with a petting zoo, bake sale, food, children’s games, face painting, 
story time in the tree house, live music, and the great silent auction! Give us a 
call at 681-8527 if you would like to donate an item for the silent auction, con-
tribute baked goods, or volunteer to help with the Festival.


