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Vision:
Justice for Earth

Mission:
Environmental education and 
care of Earth in the context of 
community, contemplation, 

creativity, and cultivation

Values:
Conservation, Education, 

and Sustainability

For Programs & Tours:
262-681-8527

rejane@ecojusticecenter.org
www.ecojusticecenter.org

For Hermitage Reservations:
262-898-2581 (day)

262-681-2146 (evenings)

Office Hours:
Mon - Fri 8:00 am - 4:00 pm

Grounds Open: 
Mon - Sat 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Sunday 1:00 - 4:00 pm

 A Word from Our Director
S. Rejane Cytacki

Watching our first snow fall gave me time to pause and reflect on all the great pro-
gramming held at the Eco-Justice Center during 2017. 
• During our Ecology on the Farm summer camp we served 120 campers including 

16 youth living near a Community Oriented Policing (COP) house.
• Farm Corps had its second successful year and the hoop house was well utilized.  
• In October we saw 700 first graders from Racine Unified schools for our new   

Growing Healthy field trips. 

From the Board President
Charlie Tennessen

Of all the things we worked on this year, 
large and small, I think the most significant 
is the growth of our staff as a creative, effec-
tive team. It was less than five years ago that 
the Center first hired a full time assistant to 
the director. Prior to that time, the Center 
was run entirely by our founder, Sister Janet, 
and the considerable circle of volunteers and 
supporters she brought into our family.
Since that first cautious addition of a staff 
member, we have created job descriptions, 
delegated tasks, and formed a true organi-
zation. Today we have two full-time staff 
members, plus three part-time staff mem-
bers, who operate the Center and serve our 
community. The timing is prescient. As Sis-
ter Janet steps aside from her role as Volun-
teer Coordinator, after more than 13 years 
of full-time service to the Center, there is a 
talented, motivated staff to take over. This 
group is working effectively and tirelessly 
to maintain the excellence that Sister Janet 
demonstrated. Please join me in wishing our 
staff--Sarah, Nathan, Mark, Dawn, and Sister 
Rejane--a very happy, and well-deserved, 
holiday season!

Also in October, Janet stepped down as volunteer coor-
dinator. In this month of Thanksgiving, I am so grateful 
to Janet and all the Racine Dominicans on whose shoul-
ders we stand as we continue to move the Eco-Justice 
Center into the future. 
I am also filled with gratitude for the countless hours 
the Eco-Justice staff, sisters, board, committee mem-
bers and volunteers contributed to fulfill our mission of 
environmental education. 
Without your donations and foundation grants we 
could not have reached as many youth as we did this 
year. As we begin planning for our 2018 programs, this 
newsletter is an opportunity for donors like you to con-
tinue to contribute to the growth and success of the 
Eco-Justice Center.  

S. Janet, in the Honey House with Spring 
Break Campers, teaches about bees.



Donors: June - October 2017
We are grateful! 

Terrance and Anne Anderson
Kathryn Barry
S. Kathleen Bohn
Betty Brenneman 
Leon & Carole Burzynski
Mary Ann Carroll
Joyce & Charlie Clark
William & Nanette Dagnon 
Carole Della Pia 
S. Rose Marie Dischler
Jim Drummond
Robert Duthie
Mathew Faircloth
John & Elizabeth Falk
James and Joan Fergus 
S. Jean Ferstl
Margie Ferstl
Mary Lou France
Donald & Margaret Gassenhuber
Shari Geertsen
Mary Ann Grant
Father Byron Haaland
Adele Helmle
David Hetzel
Thomas & Deloris Hilgendorf
Jerrie Howard
Dana Huck 
Wally & Kathleen Iselin 
Jan Jedlicka
Margaret LaRose 
S. Virginia Lawinger
Leuenberger Family
Rich Levis
Pam Lidington
William Little
Patricia Mahoney
Mary Anne McCoy
Michael Meier
Evadine Ostergaard
Katie Patzke
Gladys Peterson 
Paul & Kathleen Pflieger
Angela Purpura
S. Dorothy Ann Greiber 
Marianne Sambar
Ronald Schomisch, Jr. & Dawn  
     Meister
Jane Schowerer
Eric R. Schumann
Mark Shilhavy
Sisters of St. Dominic
Mary Ellen Steele 
Robert Strausser
Linda Sturm
Jeff Sytsma
Estate of Barbara Thompson
Janice Topczewski
Kim Thorsen
Karen Urben 
Anne Wal
Barbara Walker
Gene & Victoria Wiegand
Luan Vaccaro Wells
Gloria Wester
S. Janet Weyker
S. Mary Ann Weyker
Joannie Williams
Chris Wilsman
Tedi Winnett
Jonathan & Rose Woodruff
Marybeth Zuhlke

    We also thank each of you 
       who participated in our 
           Fall sweepstakes!

      We regret any errors or 
     omissions. Please report          
     discrepancies via email.

Celebrating S. Janet Weyker’s Retirement
S. Sharon Simon

She had a passion, a deep-seated passion, and she made her dream come alive. Following 
the recommendation of a core group of Sisters, 17 acres at 7133 Michna Road was purchased 
by the Racine Dominicans in 2004. Since then the property has been creatively and enthusi-
astically developed by S. Janet Weyker in her role as Executive Director and more recently as 
Volunteer Coordinator. 
For S. Janet, the years have been a ministry of love that included teaching hundreds of adults 
and children about life, growth, healthy living; about spinning alpaca fiber; about assisting in 
birthing chicks, ducks, guinea hens; about planting gardens; about tending the bees; about 
praying along the labyrinth path; about using photography to preserve significant events; and 
about connecting with multiple organizations focused on caring for the environment.  
S. Janet radiates her stance for integral ecology. She lives these words from Pope Francis’ en-
cyclical Laudato Si, “...nature is a constant source of wonder and awe...to sense each creature 
singing the hymn of its existence is to live joyfully…” 
Although retiring from leadership roles after 13 years of dedicated ministry, her spirit perme-
ates the Eco-Justice Center and will be felt for many years to come. We can expect to see her 
mingling with the animals or nurturing a garden.   
Be blessed, Janet, in your retirement. Thank you for your dedication, for your initiative in 
envisioning and cultivating this place and for your steadfast faith and witness in caring for all 
creation.   

May each of us catch a spark of S. Janet’s passion of caring for all creation.

Thank You, EJC Volunteers!
Volunteers help us with everything from removing 
dead ash trees to pruning, weeding, creating items 
for our gift shop, animal chores, events and so 
much more. Volunteers can be families, students, 
court-ordered individuals, retirees--you name it.  
Thanks to every one of you! And thank you to the 
following groups who have volunteered this past 
half year: 
• Racine Montessori
• Horlick High School Key Club
• Lakeside Curative
• Modine employees
• Walden School students
• United Way Day of Caring
• Volunteer Center of Racine youth
• Gateway volunteers
• Racine youth ministry group
• Sacred Journeys Church

Interested in volunteering? Fill out the form at 
ecojusticecenter.org. Look for the “volunteer” tab.

The Gaastra family volunteers their 
time to help with weekend chores.

Thank You for Your Generosity

Individual donations are one of the main ways we 
keep the Center afloat. Thank you for your year-
end gifts! Everyone who gives a gift of $50 or more 
through the end of December will be automatically 
entered in a drawing for the following:

• Hermitage overnight (1-2 people)
• EJC hooded sweatshirt
• $20 EJC Gift Shop gift certificate
  



Supporting Foundations 
& Organizations:

Dan Takerian, Inc.
D’Aquisto Motors
Draeger-Langendorf Funeral    
     Home
Kiwanis of West Racine
Maresh-Meredith & Acklam  
     Funeral Home
Parkside Walking Club
Quota Club of Kenosha-Racine
Sacred Journeys Spiritual 
     Community
Sisters of Charity of 
     Leavenworth
Sisters of Saint Dominic
St. Mary by the Lake
We Share Foundation

Growing Healthy First Graders
Nearly 700 Racine first graders, along 
with many family members and teach-
ers, were able to visit the Eco-Justice 
Center for a two hour field trip that 
tied into their health curriculum, fo-
cusing on digestion and healthy living. 
Students interacted with goats, alpacas 
and chickens, harvested and sampled 
veggies in the garden, walked the laby-
rinth and explored the compost. For 
most students, this was their first visit 
to Eco-J. Over 20 adults volunteered as 
leaders. Growing Healthy is a partner-
ship with Hawthorn Hollow and the Ra-
cine Unified School District. 

In-Kind Donations/Services:
    Marty Meissner
    Joe Weinzatl

  
 Donations in memory of:

     S. Marie Bumaby
     Pat Carroll
     Joe Cranley
     Rose Discher
     Phyllis Feldon
     Mathew Franco
     Martin Griffin
     Edward W. Howard
     Dennis Kornwolf
     Carina Peterson
     Cassandra Purpura
     Billie Schomisch
     Barb Thompson

Growing Farm Corps
Dawn DeMuyt

The Youth Farm Corps garden space at Eco-J was enhanced for the 2017 season by adding a 
hoop house late last fall. This passive solar structure provided us with over 200 square feet of 
season-extended garden beds, allowing us to plant seeds last March and harvest in May those 
hearty greens that our spring field trip youth were able to taste and experience. Now that is 
truly fresh and local!
Our YFC leader and crew worked hard all summer to create a no-till garden by building up 45 
beds using compost, which totals more than 2000 square feet of growing space ready for us 
next season. Our crew expanded the garden area by another 25 feet, along with creating a 12-
bin pallet compost system that gives us the capability of composting over 15 yards of “waste” 
into gardeners’ gold.
Each of the 120 summer campers explored the gardens and tasted produce at the Friday lunch-
es with their families. This fall, nearly 700 RUSD first graders also visited the gardens for their 
Growing Healthy field trips, sampling a variety of the produce. 
In August, we hosted our first Farm-to-Table dinner fundraiser, which was held at nearby Pine-
hold Gardens in Oak Creek. Six of Milwaukee’s very best chefs, led by Karen Bell of Bavette, 
teamed up to create a memorable meal that featured our produce and was served by the crew. 
We had a fun, productive, and eventful year encouraging and supporting our Racine Area Youth 
Farm Corps in gaining job skills, learning to grow, harvest and sell locally grown produce using 
only natural sustainable methods. We were rewarded mightily with the flavor, freshness and 
nutrition that growing and eating local provided, and enjoyed making our harvest available to 
our Racine community. Our thanks to Prairie Farm Corps in Grayslake, IL, for their continued 
support and guidance.  

Photo by Ruth Guenther

Farm Corps By the Numbers
Pounds of produce grown: 1800
Pounds donated to food pantries: 294
Pounds donated to Farm-to-Table dinner: 100
Farmers Markets attended: 21
Gross sales: $2,638.32
Vegetable varieties grown: 24
No-till beds: 45
FMNP vouchers redeemed: 28
Square feet of growing space: 2146
Months we harvested: 7
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This newsletter is available in color online at ecojusticecenter.org

Tax deductible donations can also be made on our website through PayPal.

 

2018 EJC Camps
 Registration opens February 1

Visit ecojusticecenter.org!

Spring Break Camp
 

April 3-6, 9:00 am - 1:00 pm / Ages 5-8 / $100 

Engage in hands-on learning during four days at the farm. Activi-
ties include interaction with animals, time in the hoop house 

garden, crafts, exploration and education about caring for Earth.

Summer Ecology Camp on the Farm
June 18-22 (ages 11-14, includes overnight) / $150

June 25-29 / July 9-13 / July 16-20 (ages 6-10) / $110

Campers experience a week on the EJC farm, getting to 
know the animals, preparing food, exploring the grounds, 

interactive ecology lessons, creativity and more!Photo by Ruth Guenther

Photo by Ruth Guenther


