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Siena Heights University before 
becoming president of St. Catharine 
College in Springfield, Kentucky, 1983-
1990. After serving as vice-president of 
her community, 1990-1994, she worked 
for Sacred Heart Southern Missions 
in northern Mississippi. Since 2002 
she has been researching community 
history and working on community 
projects.

To purchase
A Time to Grow is available through  
AuthorHouse, Amazon and Barnes & 
Noble. 
Prices are as follows (plus shipping): 
  Hardcover ordered directly from  

AuthorHouse  $20.90
  Hardcover ordered via Amazon,  

Barnes & Noble, etc. $25.99
  Paperback ordered directly from  

AuthorHouse  $19.70
  Paperback ordered via Amazon,  

Barnes & Noble, etc. $22.99
You will find a link to the publisher  
on the Racine Dominican Web site: 
       www.racinedominicans.org.  
Click on “Book Store” and enter  
“Enderle” into the search box to find  
A Time to Grow.
Hardcover and paperback copies can be 
purchased in the bookstore of the  
Racine Dominican Retreat Program at 
Siena Center.
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Get your copy today!



The Racine Dominicans are fortunate 
to have such a solid and thoughtful 
account of this phase of their history. 
Enderle relates the story of her religious 
family with the detachment  of a scholar 
and the love of a faithful sister.
—  Steven M. Avella 

Professor of History 
Marquette University

The author
Dolores Enderle, a  
Racine Dominican,  
received her doctorate 
in English from Ball 
State University. As 
teacher and adminis-
trator, she served her 
religious community in 

 Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Kentucky, and Mississippi. She taught at 
Dominican College in Racine, the  
University of  Wisconsin-Parkside, and  

Dolores  Enderle has allowed the narrative to 
speak through the sources preserved in the Siena 
Center archives—a remarkable collection of 
letters, oral histories, diocesan documents, and 
personal information.  

What others have said
A Time to Grow is a well-written and  
engaging study of the early twentieth century 
to pre-Vatican II experience of a religious 
community.  Dolores Enderle does a f ine job 
of combining institutional history with an 
account of the daily life of the sisters in the 
school and parish settings.  At the end the 
reader is left with the feeling of being “on 
the brink” of the dramatic changes that were 
about to sweep over religious life in the 
Catholic Church and  
in the United States.
—  Dr. Laura Gellott 

Chair, Department of History 
University of Wisconsin-Parkside

This third volume of the 
history of the Dominicans of 
Racine, Wisconsin, 1901-1964, 
narrates the steady growth of the 

community after its foundation in 1862. The 
book looks briefly at the difficulties endured 
after the deaths of the foundresses, Mother 
Benedicta Bauer and Mother Thomasina 
Ginker, as a backdrop for the period leading 
up to Vatican II.  Changes were already being 
set in motion at the turn of the century, long 
before the community election in 1964 in the 
midst of the Vatican II upheaval. 

A Time to Grow narrates how the community 
endured hardships and risked all as they tried 
to carry out their mission of teaching the 
children of German immigrants, who were 
flocking to America in the early nineteenth 
century.  It shows the lives of the ordinary 
sisters, as they struggled to observe the many 
regulations and customs handed down from 
a period of lingering monasticism, even as 
they carried out their strenuous teaching 
ministry. 

A Time To Grow


