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Tree House
    In this age when children have so little unstructured 
time in their lives it is important that opportunities are 
provided for them that will aid their imagination, cre-
ativity, and understanding of how the world works. 
Having a tree house at the EJC would provide such an 
outlet, since most children do not have access to an ex-
perience like this at their homes or in their school set-
tings. The idea of building a tree house for kids at the 
EJC was generated last June when Board and Commit-
tee members gathered to explore future “dreams” for the 
Center. The tree house would offer children another per-
spective from which to observe and learn about nature.

     Bruce Zahn, the architect who planned our house addi-
tion and hermitage, is designing the tree house which will 
be incorporated into the trunks of three trees located be-
hind the honey house. The plan calls for using reclaimed 
wood siding, windows and doors. The tree house will be 
accessible by ladder and stairs; a swing will hang from 
under the tree house.  An experienced crew of builders 
has volunteered to help with the project which we hope 
will be completed on time for this summer’s camp season. 
  We invite you to be a part of this building project 
which may cost up to $4,500, by making a donation to 
the EJC by February 14, 2014. We have an anonymous 
donor who has again laid out a challenge to us. The 
donor will match the funds contributed for the build-
ing of the tree house by Valentine’s Day. If extra funds 
are received, they will be used for education programs.
Please consider using the enclosed envelope, noting that 

your donation is for the tree house, or you can make an online donation to assist with fi-
nancing this project. The EJC Program Committee plans to create a decorative tree with the 
names of each donor printed on one of its leaves. We’d love for you to be a part of that tree. 

Message from President Charlie
   The Eco-Justice Center’s Board of Directors looked back on 
its first year with pride as it effectively formed vibrant commit-
tees for dealing with matters of Finance, Development, Program-
ming, Governance, Personnel, and the Fall Festival. The twelve 
dedicated volunteers serving on the Board guided the Center to a 
balanced budget, an expanded offering of programs, and another 
successful Fall Festival. Congratulations are clearly in order to
our board members, committee members, donors, and volunteers.
   A critical component to running an organization successfully is the regular creation 
of goals. October board meetings are the time that each committee presents their goals 
for the year. Goals included things like adding new members to the committee and 
evaluating the effectiveness of our events. These goals are the guideposts for our annual 
decision making and resource allocation. 
   Four years ago, a Strategic Plan was established to guide the EJC through 2014. It is 
now time to form another 3-5 year plan with broad goals to serve as a road map for the 
years ahead. We want to make “big plans that will stir people’s passion” as we carry 
out our values of education, conservation, and sustainability. This task of “creating a 
future” is not the Board’s alone, but it belongs to all who have been part of the EJC 
from its start -  visitors, volunteers, and donors. We invite you to respond to the follow-
ing questions by filling out a survey at this link www.surveymonkey.com/s/KB89RNQ, 
sending a response by email, or mailing in your thoughts. Your input is important to 
us. The question are:1) What do you look to the EJC to impact, change, be or do in the 
future? 2) What are your hopes for the EJC? 3) How do you see yourselves “partnering” 
with the EJC? 4) What else would you like to say to us?



     Of all the assets of the EJC, our volunteers 
are the greatest!  Individuals, families, schools, 
scouts, businesses, and church groups have come 
to lend their hands to keep the Center looking 
good and running smoothly. Since our last news-
letter, over 3,700 hours of volunteer service have 
been given to the EJC. If anyone would like to join 
our crew of volunteers, simply go to our website, 
press the “Get Involved” button, and you will find 
a volunteer form to complete. We will get back to 
you to set up mutually good times to volunteer. 
Currently we are looking for help preparing the 
hermitage for guests. This particular task could 
involve about 5 hours per month, depending on 
use. Volunteers and benefactors are remembered 
in our prayers daily with gratitude.

2014 Camp Schedule
     Our eighth season of “Ecology Camp at the Farm” is being planned 
right now. The theme for this year will be “Animal ABC’s.” Registrations 
will be accepted starting January 2, 2014;  more information and forms are 
available online at www.racinedominicans.org/eco-j.cfm   

 Fall Festival
     Rain did not deter  the nearly  400 people 
from attending this year’s fall festival. The 
sweet corn donated by Borzinski Farms was 
a big hit as demonstrated by Sr. Betty Ann 
Heegeman! Already plans are underway for 
Festival 2014, scheduled for September 21; 
mark your calendars!

Salute to Volunteers

   June 23-27 11-14 year olds (15 limit) 
   July   7-11 6-10 year olds (24 limit)
   July 14-18 6-10 year olds (24 limit)
   July 21-25 6-10 year olds (24 limit)

Lili Fannin and Lauren Drake
had a camp photo taken  on 
top of the sod roof with Tobi.

Kate Kirbie poses with the older campers as they proudly 
display their T-shirts drying on the line. Turmeric, a natural 
dye was used to make them yellow.

With help from family, 
Scouts, and friends, Greg Ku-
fron designed and built an 
outdoor run for his Eagle 
Scout project. The chickens 
now have a larger safe space 
outside where they enjoy the 
sunshine, search for insects, 
and take dust baths. Thanks, 
Greg!

Kate Field, Gateway horti-
culturist, along with students, 
Bob and Heather, help mulch 
the vegetable garden for win-
ter.

Troop 126 took time during their Cliffside Park campout to 
volunteer at the EJC. They moved top soil to low spots in 
the garden, hauled wood chips to the path in the woods, and 
cleaned the goat yard. 

Volunteers from the Sacred Journeys community, Brie 
and Kaye Glennon (front) and Julie Day, lead the alpacas 
back to their shelter. They, along with more that a dozen 
others of the group, helped by cleaning gardens, pruning 
bushes, and splitting wood.

Joannie Williams, a bee keeper herself, volunteers to 
share her knowledge and love of bees with children dur-
ing school tours.

Recent Volunteer Groups
Racine Montessori School 

The Prairie School   *  Horlick High School
UW-Parkside      *  Lewis University

St. Matthew Church
Sacred Journeys Church

SC Johnson
Gateway Tech College

Sacred Heart Seminarians
Transition Education Program



Wish List
      Whole corn
      Wild bird feed
      Brown tarps
      Sand paper
      Postage stamps
      Paint brushes
      Pruning shears
      Exterior white primer

“Adopt” A Farm Animal
One way of connecting with the 
Eco-Justice Center is by “adopt-

ing” a farm animal. Visit our 
website to learn more about the 

adoption process at
 www.racinedominicans.org 

Grain Garden
   In fall, Charlie Tennessen and Eric Carlberg 
worked up a patch of the 7 acre hay field to serve 
as a plot for growing grain and cover crop seeds. 
This became the site for the hands-on portion of 
the “Grains for Food and Feed” workshop that 
Eric presented to a group of 13 eager participants. 
He explained how small scale grain production 
connects us to civilization’s beginnings and con-
temporary subsistence farmers around the world. 
Various types of grains were displayed and a 
slide program was viewed indoors before the 
group moved outdoors to do threshing, winnow-
ing, and milling of oats, sorghum and amaranth. 
Attendees received small packets of organic 
wheat and enjoyed fresh-baked whole wheat 
bread topped with home-churned butter, honey 
from the EJC bees, and jam from EJC berries. 
   Winter wheat was hand-planted in two sections 
of the plot. We hope the older kids at this sum-
mer’s camp will be able to harvest, thresh, win-
now, and make flour from it.

Did you ever wonder who lives at the Eco-Justice Center?           
From left to right are S. Janet Weyker, S. Rose Marie Dis-
chler, Kate Kirbie holding Miracle, S. Kathleen Bohn, and 
S. Mary Ann Weyker. S. Alice Drewek, OSF (photo on 
right) stays here on the days she volunteers.

Kate leads the “boys” home after a day of 
grazing in the hay field.

“Ethical behavior is doing the 
right thing when no one else 

is watching - 
even when doing the wrong 

thing is legal.”

-Aldo Leopold

   

Think Spring - Think Gardening!
Having just put our 2013 gardens to rest for the winter, we are already looking 
ahead to the next growing season! The Eco-Justice Center is offering several 
opportunities for gardeners of varied experience levels to increase their knowl-
edge and skills about soil preparation and planting. For more details about 
each of the following workshops, check our website.

Permaculture and Planning Your Garden      (February 8, 2014     9am-1pm)
Led by Kate Field, the Horticulture Instructor at Gateway Kenosha.

Permaculture and Bare Root Cropping            (March 29, 2014   9am -1pm)
Kate Field is leading this workshop also.       

Crop Rotation and Cover Crops                  (April 12, 2014   9am - 11:30am)
Taught by Charlie Tennessen of Anarchy Acres and Dr. Jim Stute 
of the UW-Extension office in Rock County.  

Gardening 101                                                      (April 26, 2014  1pm - 3pm)                                           
Led by Sr. Janet Weyker, Executive Director at the Eco-Justice Center.



Eco-Justice Center
Sponsored Ministry of 

Sisters of St. Dominic
 7133 Michna Rd, Racine, WI 53402

Come celebrate the Winter Solstice with us December 21 at 6:30 pm.

We wish you and yours 
a very Blessed Christmas and 

Happy New Year!

May you walk gently, live simply, 
and love tenderly 

on this beautiful Earth.

Peace and best wishes 
from all of us 

at the Eco-Justice Center, 

Srs. Kathleen, Rose Marie, Mary Ann and Janet,
Kate Kirbie and Michael Raschke

Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

    
This newsletter is available in color on line at www.racinedominicans.org/eco-j.cfm; 
tax deductible donations can also be made on line through Pay Pal on our website.


