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Message from President Charlie
  

Play and Discover
The tree house is ready for use by 
kids of all ages to explore, play, 
and enjoy nature from a differ-
ent perspective! Thanks to the 
great work of Bruce Zahn, Jon 
Behrends, Michael Raschke, 
and many donors, the tree house 
is now open for discovery! The 
names of the builders and donors 
are acknowledged on the decora-
tive tree with 3-D leaves on the 
west side of the building. The 
goats are no longer the  only ones 
that get a good view of the Center 
from a great vantage point.

In keeping with the values of the Eco-Justice Center, much 
of the tree house was constructed from reclaimed materi-
als: old bus windows, barn boards, windows from ReStore, 
and cedar siding from closets taken from Siena Center 
during their remodeling process. Finishing touches on the 
interior, such as trim and thresholds, await warmer weath-
er for completion. The tree house is available for small 
groups of children accompanied by at least one adult. Call 
to make arrangements.

Tiffany and John Behrends 
stand with James Keeker on 
stairs after building inspection.

Restored Wagon
Don Vesekik (left) and friends 
restored the 1930’s hay wagon 
that rested for years behind the 
barn. The project was funded 
by the children of Fred and 
Kay Oomens in honor of their 
parents’ 50th wedding anniver-
sary. It’s perfect for hay rides!

We Have a Plan!

The Eco-Justice Center’s Board approved a five-year strategic 
plan this past June; the plan can be summarized in these broad 
goals:
   1) The land, structures, practices and programs of the Center 
will be examples of sustainability and serve as a catalyst for re-
gional transformation.
   
.
   2) We will continue to form and nurture relationships that will further our mission 
of education and sustainability.
   3) We will create greater community awareness of our existence and mission.
   4) We will develop policies and procedures to ensure effective management of our 
resources, staff and volunteers.
   5) We will create and manage a sustainable revenue stream.
The complete strategic plan can be viewed on our website. Our staff and committees 
are now using this plan to guide work at the Center and keep us all pulling in the
same direction. In fact, we have already made real progress towards each one of these 
goals. To help us realize this plan, please continue to support the Center. Contributions 
can be made using the enclosed envelop or on line using PayPal. Thank you!
                                                                        
                                                                         - Charlie Tennessen
                                                                                   Eco-Justice Center, Board President
 



 Donors June - Nov. 2014
        We are grateful!
Beatrice Arndt
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Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
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Peggy Robbins
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Joann Saunders
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Susan Schreier
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Kim Thorsen
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Kathrine Wieland
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Rose Woodruff

Eagle Scout Projects
The Eco-Justice Center was gift-
ed again by Boy Scouts working 
to earn their Eagle Scout award. 
This fall Ben Rosinski, along with 
family and scouting friends took 
on the cleaning of the creek and 
removing invasive species to en-
sure good water flow.
Connor Bradley worked to con-
struct a goat milking bench in 
anticipation for the day when our 
two female goats, April Rose and 
Pattie Kay, will be able to provide 
fresh goat milk for cheese and 
soap making. These are the thir-
teenth and fourteenth Eagle Scout 
projects completed at the Center.

Connor Bradley and S. Mary Ann get 
Ownie to try out the new milking bench.

Ben Rosinski, left, and friend rake 
dead wood from the creek

Brick Oven Baked Pizza
“Fantastic!” “Delicious!” “Best ever!” These were words that described the more than twenty-five 
hand-made, outdoor oven baked pizzas that were crafted at the Eco-Justice Center. Charlie Ten-
nessen brought his “oven on wheels” and Eric Carlberg demonstrated threshing, winnowing, and 
grinding of wheat for the event. We hope to build an outdoor oven in the near future, thanks to the 
generous memorial donations given by the family and friends of Kurt Hauser who passed away in 
early October. Kurt was a baker by trade and the oven will be a wonderful tribute to him and his 
wife Erika, who enjoyed visiting the Center and being in touch with nature. The oven will also be 
used to bake bread using our home grown and ground wheat! Another pizza making party will take 
place here on May 6, 2015; that event will include kite-making for kids as they await their pizzas. 

Volunteers bring in this year’s 
hand-harvested wheat.

Laura Sonberg and S. Mary Ann 
team-up to grind whole wheat flour 
from the first grain grown at the 
Center. The flour was used at our 
evening of “Soup and Bread Mak-
ing” with Ben Lehner from Circa 
Celeste and EJC director, S. Janet.

Mark Paffrath and Hans Mayer entertain the 
crowd at the Fall Festival. Nearly 850 persons 
attended this fun fund-raising event.

Fall Festival
Thanks to our many volunteers, donors, and attendees, 
the Fall Festival was a great success! A bit of rain did not 
dampen the spirits of all who came. We earned $11,925 
to help support the mission of the Center. The hay rides 
and excursions to the tree house were big attractions, 
along with the live music, delicious food, a silent auc-
tion, demonstrations, and games. Board members, Amy 
Ray and Tiffany Behrends, served as co-chairs of the 
festival and will lead the event again next year. Mark 
your calendars for Sunday, September 20, 2015 to at-
tend. Anyone wishing to serve on the planning commit-
tee can contact the Eco-Justice Center; the first planning 
meeting will be held in February.

New Discussion Series
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:00 pm  

Starting January 14, 2015

A World of Health:
Connecting People, Place and 

Planet
Call 681-8527 by Jan. 4th

to register and to place an order
for the book ($27)

(Visit Northwest Earth Institute on line for 
expanded description of the course)



Wish List
     Wild bird feed
     “Forever” stamps
     Pruning shears
     Scissors
     Sharpie markers
     Duct Tape
     Pine chip bedding
     White copy paper

  Memorials in honor of
Tom Bunk
Kurt Hauser
Lucille Rollinger
  Organization Donors 
Educators Credit Union
Kiwanis of West Racine
Potpourri Garden Club
RCF (Racine Community 
           Foundation)
Racine Dominicans
Runzheimer Foundation
Sacred Journeys, SC, Inc
We Energies Foundation
Wheaton Franciscans
UNFI (United Natural
             Food, Inc.)
   In-kind Donations:
Jon Behrends
Nancy Borzinski
Eric Carlberg
Chris Flynn
4Imprint
JoAnn Hansen
Annie Wegner LeFort
Michael McMahon
McNabb Family
Michael Meier
Marty Meissner
John Raschke
Amy Ray
Steve Servais
Vivian Stetler
Charlie Tennessen
John & Janice Topczewski
UNFI
Michael Wagner
Joseph Weinzatl
Bruce Zahn

Celebrating 10 Years!
October 4, 2014 marked the 10th An-
niversary of the purchase of the Eco-
Justice Center property by the Sisters 
of St. Dominic from Dennis and Mar-
ian Kornwolf. To celebrate all that has 
developed in this past decade, a special 
open house was held for EJC Board, 
Committee, Community, Staff, and the 
Racine Dominican leadership team. It 
was a wonderful gathering of friends 
enjoying great conversations, and deli-
cious food. 
In honor of this anniversary year, we want to increase awareness of how wasteful uses of plastic are 
harming our environment. Plastics are made from oil, a limited natural resource, and they are not 
biodegradable. Therefore, we want to encourage everyone to reduce their use of plastics. Below is 
a list of suggested ways each of us can help to reach that goal.

10 Ways to Reduce Your Plastic Use

   1. Bring your own reusable bags when you 
         shop; consider fining yourself $0.25 if you 
         bring home a plastic bag.          
   2. Refrain from using disposable plastic ware.
   3. Do not use one-time use plastic water (soda
         or juice) bottles.
   4. Learn how to repurpose plastic bags; attend 
         the EJC plastic crochet workshop on
         January 10th.
   5. Refuse to use Styrofoam cups or tableware.
   6. Bring your own reusable container for take 
         out food.
   7. Recycle or reuse any plastic that you obtain.
   8. Pack your lunch in reusable containers and 
         bags.
   9. Choose products canned in glass jars rather 
          than plastic, when available.
   10. Buy less, especially single use items.

Kate Kirbie organized a group of volunteers to 
clean up the beach by Cliffside Park; they gath-
ered loads of plastics.

Ben Lehner explains the art of making seasonal home-made soups.

Guineas Galore!

After two years of no baby guinea hens, we were blessed with 20 little ones 
this summer. Fourteen were hatched by a pair of guineas in the hay field; then
six more were incubated by a chicken after a guinea abandoned her nest. 
They are now almost full grown and roam the property during the day, taking 
shelter in the barn at night. We hope to be “wood tick free” next summer!

Ecology Camp at the Farm

Spring Camp for 5-8 year olds - April 7-10
                      from 9 am - 2 pm
Summer Camp for 11-14 year olds - June 22-26
          from 9 am - 1 pm
Summer Camps for  6-10 year olds  - weeks of
    July 6th, July 13, and July 20th, from 9 am - 1 pm
 
See our website for more details; register early
to ensure a spot.

Sr. Valarie Zelinski
Marybeth Zuhlke
Anonymous 

We regret any errors or omissions. Please 

report discrepancies via email



Eco-Justice Center
Sponsored Ministry of 

Sisters of St. Dominic
 7133 Michna Rd., Racine, WI 53402

Come celebrate the Winter Solstice with us December 21 at 6:30 pm.

We wish you and yours 
a very Blessed Christmas and 

Happy New Year!

May you walk gently, live simply, 
and love tenderly 

on this beautiful Earth.

Peace and best wishes 
from all of us 

at the Eco-Justice Center, 

Srs. Kathleen, Rose Marie, Mary Ann and Janet,
Kate Kirbie and Michael Raschke

Printed on recycled paper with soy ink.

    
This newsletter is available in color on line at www.racinedominicans.org/eco-j.cfm; 
tax deductible donations can also be made on line through Pay Pal on our website.


