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Vision:
Justice for Earth

Mission: 
Environmental education and 
care of Earth in the context of 
community, contemplation, 

creativity, and cultivation

Values:
Conservation, Education, 

and Sustainability

For Programs & Tours:
262-681-8527

allison@ecojusticecenter.org
www.ecojusticecenter.org

For Hermitage reservations:
262-898-2581 (day)

262-681-2146 (evenings)

Office Hours:
Mon - Fri 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Grounds Open:
Mon - Sat 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Sunday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

“Rather than a problem 
to be solved, the world 
is a joyful mystery to 
be contemplated with 
gladness and praise.”

-Pope Francis, Laudato si’: 
On Care for Our Common 

Home

A Word from Our Director

My name is Allison Thielen and it is a pleasure to introduce myself to you as the new execu-
tive director of the Eco-Justice Center (EJC). I am humbled and excited to have the privilege 
to grow and lead this organization. Without a doubt this is an exhilarating time for the EJC as 
we have begun a new chapter in our story.

In my short time here I have had many new experiences that include caring for and getting  
to know our many animals, extracting honey (as shown above), planting cover crops, winter-
izing our buildings, and much more. In my role as director, it is my pleasure to engage with 
each of you, encourage and work alongside the staff, board, and committees of the orga-
nization, meet the many volunteers who help make our work possible, and raise the funds 
necessary to produce top-notch environmental education programs and create constructive 
teaching opportunities that will connect adults and children alike with our Earth.

Thank you for your interest; inside you will discover all of our progress and new endeavors!

President’s Message
Site Planning and Site Doing

Over the summer the Eco-Justice Center began a site 
planning process with the help of Landscapes of Place, 
an architecture firm based in Mequon, and funding 
provided by the Racine Community Foundation.  
Representatives from the Board and committees met 
with the architects one morning in August and worked 
for the better part of a day creating a “first draft” of 
a site plan.  Actually, it turned out that we generated 
three first drafts on that day!  We hope that these 
plans will guide the work on our site to better support 
our vision, mission, and values, both today and in the future.  Remember that our facility was 
originally laid out in the 1860’s for a single family to live on, before cars, phones, sewers, run-
ning water, and central heating.  Today we host programs with attendance anywhere from a 
few people to several hundred people, and our staff communicates with the outside world all 
day, every day. All of this is taken into account when creating a site plan.

It is a pleasure to coordinate an activity like the site plan in the context of the Eco-Justice 
Center community.  Everyone comes prepared to share creative ideas, to listen, learn, and 
decide.  At this point, we don’t know where the site plan will lead us, but taking a cue from 
the Dominicans, we know it will lead to action.  Equal parts planning, and doing.

Charlie Tennessen

Allison extracting honey from our hives.



Observations of a Dominican Novice
It’s the little things…
Aldo the alpaca’s endearing underbite. The hoop house 
frame standing in the hayfield after a morning of volun-
teer help. Clothes that smell of wood smoke from the 
first firing of our brick oven. These are the things that 
have overwhelmed me with gratitude in recent weeks.   
I came to the ECJ hoping to learn; I didn’t know that the 
most important lessons would be the simplest ones. 
Striving to live in harmony with my surroundings helps 
me to recognize the miracles hidden in the mundane. 
There’s no doubt life at the EJC is changing me, and for that I am so grateful!   
S. Christin Tomy is a Dominican Sister of Sinsinawa. She came to the Eco-J in August to spend her 
2nd novitiate year learning hands-on about sustainability and care of creation. She will be here 
until early summer 2016, when she’ll go back to Sinsinawa to take her first vows. 

S. Christin Tomy, left, picks apples with 
S. Janet and S. Rose Marie this fall.

Volunteers at EJC!
Wearing just the “one hat” of Volun-
teer Coordinator for the past three 
months has been a rewarding and 
“freeing” experience! As always, the 
EJC is deeply indebted to all who 
step forward to lend a helping hand, 
give of their time and expertise to 
keep our grounds and buildings in 
repair and looking good.  The Fall 
Festival was a success thanks to the 
150 volunteers helping that day and 
without the assistance of dedicated 
volunteers we would not be able to 
accommodate large group tours. 

We try to match the needs of the 
Center with the interests and skills of 
volunteers. Some persons come be-
cause they want to give back to the 
community and support our mission; 
youth often come “just because it’s 
fun to be outdoors and be with ani-
mals;” others come as a requirement 
for school or to compensate for some 
misdemeanor. Whatever the reason, 
we welcome volunteers any season 
of the year, but especially during the 
growing season! If you’d like to be 
a vital part of the EJC by becoming 
a volunteer, call EJC, email janet@
ecojusticecenter.org or fill out the 
volunteer form found on our website. 
Thank you. 
   S. Janet

S. Janet works with S. Christin to harvest 
grapes in the vineyard. 

New Brick Oven is Complete
Kurt Hauser worked as a baker in Racine for much of 
his adult life. It was therefore appropriate for memorial 
donations from the family and friends of Kurt Hauser to 
go towards creating our new brick oven. With help from 
the memorials, an anonymous donor, and many hours 
of Sr. Christin Tomy’s and Charlie Tennessen’s hard work, 
the brick oven is now complete! Mark your calendars 
for our next community pizza bake: Thursday evening, 
May 26. Yummm!

After building the bridge (pic-
tured) alongside his coworkers, 
a volunteer from UNFI helps 
move compost from the old 
compost pile location to the 
new location farther from the 
creek and on higher ground. 

Gary Meier of Metal World 
graciously built and donated our 
new metal bridge and Shurpac 
donated the wood. Kyler Krenzke 
poured the cement posts and 
installed the bridge as an Eagle 
Scout project. We are grateful!

New Discussion Series
Wednesdays, Jan. 13 - Feb. 17, 2016  

6:30 - 8:00 pm
Pope Francis’ recent encyclical, Laudato si’: On Care for our 
Common Home, calls all people to take swift and unified 
action against environmental degradation. Participants will 
read part of the encyclical each week to better understand 
our role on Earth.  People of all faiths are welcome. Books 
are available for purchase at the EJC.

Call 681-8527 by January 4th to register. 

Mid-June thru November 
2015 Donors 

We are grateful! 

Martine Albritton
Marilyn Annucci
Glenn & Charlotte Arendt
Tiffany Behrends
Annie Brantzeg
Joan Brown
Maureen Brown
Thomas Buhler
Carole Burzynski
Erika Calig
Doris Carlson
Patricia Cherf
Charlie & Joyce Clark
Tammy Davies
Venance & Helene Dederich
John Dutcher
Suzy Ettinger
Debra Faircloth
David Fawver
Cynthia Ferguson
Laura Flanagan
Mary Lou France
S. Peg Gabik
S. Christine Goodman
S. Dorothy Ann Greiber
S. Phyllis Marie Grzeczka
Richard & Deanna Guenther
Jason Guerrero
Fr. Byron Haaland
Michael & Priscilla Hahn
Ann Heide
Lee Held
David Hetzel
Tom & Carol Keller
Diane Kelly
Elaine Kinch
Margaret Kleisath
Janet Klemt
Harry Knipp
Agnes LaBrasca
Margaret LaRose
Judith Larson
Sharon Lee
Leuenberger Family Charitable Trust
Richard Leuenberger
Diane Levis
Judy Lynch
S. Rita Martin
Wendy McCalvy
Erin McLaughlin
Michael Meier
Martin Meissner
Charlotte Molter
Fr. Dick Molter
Marcine Molter
Janet Mrazek
John Oliverio
Mary Ann Ortmayer
Martha Petersen
Kathleen Pflieger
Angela Purpura
Tamra Radspinner
Judith Roehrich
Marianne Sambar
Michael Sauer

(continued on opposite page)



2014-2015 Fiscal Year 
Finances at a Glance

September 1 - August 31 Fiscal Year
$168,765 Budget

Income Sources

Expenditures

The First Fruits of our Site Planning
Working on our site plan has led to the develop-
ment of some small yet exciting changes. First, 
we purchased 155 feet of movable, solar-charged 
electric fencing to enable our goats to spend time 
grazing in the hayfield. This is a healthy practice for 
grazing animals and is also beneficial to our land, as 
the goats are naturally fertilizing the field as they 
graze. Win-win!

In addition, we are in the process of moving our 
compost pile. The current location is in a low 
lying area adjacent to the creek with potential 
for stormwater runoff pollution. The new location 
is on higher ground, where we plan to build a runoff-    
preventing berm, remove invasive plant species 
along the streambank and add a buffer of native  
vegetation. We are looking for volunteers to help 
move compost. Please contact Sister Janet if  
interested. 

Look for more news about site plan-sprung projects 
in our next issue.

Patty Kay, April Rose and Olie scope out their new 
surroundings within their pasture in the hayfield. 

Fall Festival
Our 9th annual Fall Festival was a great 
success! We had perfect weather, 
record attendance, and exceeded our 
fundraising goals by raising $14,400 to 
support our mission. Most importantly, 
many people had the chance to visit the 
Center for the first time while others re-
turned to enjoy the hay rides, delicious 
food, demonstrations, silent auction, 
plein air artists and more. Thank you to 
everyone who played a part in this year’s 
event: planning committee members, 
board members, staff, donors, sponsors, 
and the over 1050 attendees and 
150 volunteers who comprised the 
festival community this year. Staff 
member Kate Kirbie and Board 
member Tiffany Behrends served as 
co-chairs of the festival and are planning 
for the 2016 festival. Anyone wishing 
to serve on the festival committee 
can contact Kate by phone (681-8527) or 
email (kate@ecojusticecenter.org).  

Mark your calendars for 
Sunday, September 18, 2016 and 

don’t miss our 10th Annual Fall Festival!

Ecology Camp at the Farm
Spring Camp (Ages 5-8): 

March 29-April 1
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Summer Camp (Ages 11-14):
June 20-24

9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Summer Camps (Ages 6-10):
M-F during weeks of June 27, 

July 11, and July 18
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Check the website for details!

Save
the
Date

Consume less; share better.
― Hervé Kempf

Pricelessness of Volunteerism
This summer and fall brought numerous crews 
of volunteers to be part of the EJC community by 
investing their time to assist with the fulfillment 
of our mission. Pictured above, a crew from UNFI               
labored without complaint to help erect the frame  
of our new 48’x22’ hoop house, which will allow us 
to extend our growing season and be an important 
part of programs for youth in our community. 

We’ve welcomed volunteer individuals, families 
and groups of students or employees of all ages 
on a daily basis this summer and fall, comprising 
a remarkable 5,320 hours of service since our last 
newsletter!

Eric Schumann
Frances Scott
Lois Servais
Laura Sorenson
Robert Strauser & Bonnie Klesper
Allison Thielen 
John & Janice Topczewski
United Methodist Women
Jean Anthony Ver Voort
Rose Visser
Vera Vissor
Don & Eileen Voss
Marilyn Weiss
Dennis & Gloria Wester
Howard Weyker
Victoria Wiegand
Mary Ann Wilkes
Rose Woodruff
Caroline Wozniak
Marybeth Zuhlke
Anonymous donors

Organizations & Foundations:
All Saints Foundation
Convent of St. Catherine 
Herb Kohl Charities
Kiwanis of West Racine 
Olympia Brown UUC
Potpourri Garden Club
Racine Community Foundation
Sacred Journeys Spiritual Community
SC Johnson
Sisters of St. Dominic Mission Fund
Sisters of St. Joseph 
St. Richard Congregation
Vanguard Charitable
We Energies Foundation
Wheaton Franciscans

In Kind Donations:  
Paul Brown
David Hetzel
Kyler Krenske & family
Marty Meissner
Metal World
Michael’s Signs
Michael Raschke
John Raschke
Gregg Spino
Shurpac
Charlie Tennessen

We regret any errors or omissions. 
Please report discrepancies via email.



Eco-Justice Center
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 This newsletter is available in color online at www.ecojusticecenter.org. 
Secure, tax deductible donations can also be made through PayPal on our website.

Eco-Justice Center, Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Tax ID 45-3737333.

We wish you and your family and friends  
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

In the new year may you dive deeper into 
sustainability, share more, expect less, and 
be overwhelmed with gratitude for the 
beautiful Earth on which we live. 

With peace and blessings from the staff 
and residents of the Eco-Justice Center,

Srs. Rose Marie, Kathleen, Christin, Mary Ann & Janet, 
Allison Thielen, Kate Kirbie, and Michael Raschke

A Racine Dominican ministry


