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A Dogged Quest for Justice

Passing the Torch

It is uncommon for our sisters to have dogs. And, if we do, it is
because the dog was a gift, a rescue or an adoption. I have a
dog, a rescue; our now former president, S. Sharon has a dog,
a gift.

Passing the Olympic torch from one relay runner to the
next until it reaches its final destination is a meaningful
symbolic gesture. Passing a torch is a worthy metaphor for
life. Generations pass to the next: businesses are handed
on, relationships grow, and faith is shared. And so the
torch of leadership in
our community is being
passed on this summer.
S. Maryann McMahon,
a gifted leader, a
faith-filled Dominican
woman, will guide our
community in the next
steps of the journey.

Chris Broslavick, OP

There is also a
dog that
inhabits
Dominican
lore. Jane
de Guzmán,
while
pregnant with
Dominic, had
a dream about
a dog bearing
a torch. The
story continues
to be told and
embellished, and
much meaning is
drawn from this 		
image.

Domini canes (latin), “the Lord’s dogs,” parallels a reference to
the Order of Preachers as Dominicani, “Dominicans.” The fire
of the torch brings light to the world. The image is a symbol
of enkindling the world with the fiery words of a preacher. Or,
bearing a torch brings light to that which is good and holy in
our world and calls us to pass it on.
Passing on the torch and bringing light to the world, then,
are the prevailing themes in this issue of DOMINICAN ROOTS.
You will read about a change in leadership and the values
and the services that are fostered and provided in each of our
ministries. The featured ministry in the edition of ROOTS is
Siena Retreat Center.
Amazing what a woman’s dream can conjure up, isn’t it?
Thank you for your continued interest in our dream, 		
a dogged quest for justice for all.
S. Chris is director of sponsored ministries for the 		
Racine Dominicans and editor of Dominican Roots.
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Sharon Simon, OP

During a Chapter
of Elections, the
agenda includes
setting priorities.
Such directives
hold leadership and
community members
mutually accountable.
For the next four years, God’s call and our desire to embrace
the evolving future will have us focus on collaborating
courageously, committing to a contemplative presence,
engaging in a study of our legacy, and holding intentional
discussions around membership issues and associate
relationships.
Engaging in the legacy study will have us focus on
relationships to properties, ministries and personnel. This
will necessarily include our connection with the sponsored
ministries. In this newsletter you will read updates from the
six ministries with Siena Retreat Center highlighted. A new
edifice of bricks and mortar has been provided, but tending
the heart is core to this ministry.
We embrace the future together always aware of God’s
enduring Spirit.
S. Sharon, president of Racine Dominicans, ended her twelve
year tenure in leadership on June 30, 2014.

Ecology Camp at the Farm

Rooted in Hope, the Racine Dominican Eco-Justice Center
is dedicated to care of Earth and to that end events and
activities include environmental education. Ecology Camp
at the Farm is featured through June and July. Ecology
camps are week-long experiences for
youth ages 11-14 and children 6-10.
Participants connect with a variety
of animals (alpacas, goats, chickens,
ducks, geese, rabbits, etc.), get their
hands into the soil, and explore the
eco-systems. Other activities include
outdoor cooking, Native American
traditions, crafts of all kinds, and
much more. Sorry… all sessions 		
are filled!
The Eco-Justice Center staff,
naturalists, and volunteers lead the
camps. The Eco-Justice staff directly
involved in the camps includes S.
Janet Weyker, director; Kate Kirbie,
assistant to the director and a 2012
graduate of St. Mary’s, South Bend,
IN; S. Rose Marie Dischler; and Laura
Sonberg, an intern from Alverno
College, Milwaukee. Nan Calvert
is the naturalist on the team this
year. Volunteers are many and too
numerous to name.
Programs and activities reflect the
purpose of the community that
lives and works at the center. The sisters and staff model
sustainable, simple living while reverencing the land and all
who have inhabited it before them. Protecting the land, and
the plant and animal species living on the 15-acre property, is
vital to the Racine Dominican Eco-Justice Center.
These, then, are the values we hope to pass on to
future generations.
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Siena Retreat Center
by the Numbers

Siena Retreat Center’s mission is to nurture a
spirituality of healing and wholeness
in an environment of peace, joy, and beauty.

Average Number of Individuals Served by
Siena Retreat Center per Month

273 …through sponsored retreats
(speakers, retreat offerings)
296 …as part of a hosted group
19 …for private retreat
37 …for spiritual direction

A Place to Awaken Authenticity
Siena Retreat Center Staff
Claire Anderson | Executive Director
Kathleen Bohn, OP | Associate Director
Miriam Brown | Program Leader
Dolores Catanach, OP | Arrangements Coordinator
Juana Hernandez | Housekeeper
April MacDowell | Administrative Assistant
Diane Poplawski, OP | Development Assistant
Ann Shea | Bookkeeper
Tim Short | Associate Director of Hospitality
Pat Shutts | Program Leader
Also Assisting in the Mission of the Retreat Center
Rita Lui, OP | Spiritual Guidance Training Program
On-Site Coordinator
Mary Vaughn, OP | Picture Framer and
Hospitality Volunteer
Diane Walker | Volunteer Scheduler
Corporate Member
Sharon Simon, OP
Agnes Johnson, OP
Kathy Slesar, OP
Board of Directors
Mary Rath | President
Catherine Jameson | Vice President
Peg Gabik, OP | Secretary
Ray Johnson | Treasurer
Scott Frey
Julie Hueller Curcio
John Jude
Dena Lieberman
Alice Pittz, OP
Pete Reinl
Collete Shoniwa
Carol Wester, OP
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The human family recently grieved the loss
and celebrated the gifts of Nelson Mandela
and Maya Angelou, two individuals who
taught so much about the pain, courage, joy,
and mystery of being human.

Angelou and Mandela were born on different
hemispheres and walked very different
paths—Angelou, a poet, novelist, and civil
rights activist; Mandela, an apartheid-era human rights advocate,
elected president of South Africa—yet both lived with the authenticity
that comes from a spiritually-awake and spiritually-fruitful life.

Claire Anderson , D.Min.
Executive Director

Those who come to Siena Retreat Center find the spiritual nourishment
that awakens and enlivens them, which is why so many return time and
again. It is as though the beautiful and peaceful outdoor space evokes
the beauty and peace within each person. This can happen through
the simplicity of a bird’s song or in the complexity of an engaging

speaker’s presentation. Along the waters of Lake Michigan, in the
winter’s snow, and amid the biodiversity of the ravines, retreatants
re-calibrate their “inner compass,” allowing the heart to be heard,
resentments to be released, and dreams to be born.

Income by Percentage
in 2012-2013 Fiscal Year

The transformations are as numerous as the hungers people bring.
Some have brought a hunger to share the joys of life; others have
brought a hunger to express deep sorrow. Each is a path to greater
authenticity. Sometimes retreatants are surprised by what they discover
inside themselves—“strength I did not know I had,” “a deeper peace,”
“courage and guidance to go forward.”

Expenses by Percentage
in 2012-2013 Fiscal Year

Spiritual flourishing looks different for each person, as is evident in the
lives of Maya Angelou and Nelson Mandela. Those who come to Siena
Retreat Center are transformed and nourished in so many ways, and, like
Angelou and Mandela, such awakening cannot help but spill over into
communities and societies of healing and wholeness, justice and truth,
and ever-greater authenticity.

Some Recent Retreats
“Compassion is a
way of life that
requires daily
focus on personal
transformation.”
		

- Joyce Rupp

“People are asking
for an answer… The
answer is in us, in our
hearts. We have to
reframe our thinking
as to how we are to
solve the problems of
the world.”

“The art of
basket-making
unites poetry,
technique and
spirit…”

- Kathleen Bohn, OP

- John Nichols

Siena Retreat Center recently hosted
Joyce Rupp, a nationally-known speaker
and author, who presented “Boundless
Compassion,” a five-day exploration on
themes related to compassion.
Joyce will return to Siena offering
“Boundless Compassion” in October 2015.

John Nichols, a widely-respected journalist,
author, and political commentator, draws a
crowd each year at Siena Retreat Center.
John Nichols will return in March 2015.

Kathleen Bohn, OP, a Racine Dominican, is on the staff of
Siena Retreat Center. She is a spiritual guide, labyrinth
facilitator, weaver, and is deeply committed to Earth.
Basket- and loom-weaving retreats are scheduled
individually. Both involve learning the essentials and daily
conversation with a spiritual guide.
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Sanctuary Ideal for Children

Bethany Apartments, a ministry of the Racine Dominicans
and the Wheaton Franciscans, is a sanctuary for women and

Volunteers playing with the children.
children who have been affected by domestic abuse. It is, of
course, women who have the power to choose to move away
from a bad situation. What about the children?
Studies are now increasingly focused on the children who
witness domestic violence. Millions of children watch the
abuse of a parent or adult caregiver each year. Children
who live with domestic violence are at risk of exposure to
traumatic events, neglect, abuse, and the loss of one or both
of their parents. These potential experiences may affect their
well-being, safety, and stability.
Moms living in Bethany apartments want happy, pleasant
and safe activities for their children. One says, “We are
looking forward to everything, like the zoo and nature walks
through Petrifying Springs Park. I love taking pictures of
my four beautiful children at all the summer activities and
holidays. I am making scrapbooks for them to look back on
these times and remember the fun.”
…Remember the fun. Supportive relationships and a
protective environment are important in minimizing the
ill effects of abuse on both women and children. The staff
at Bethany Apartments coordinate various wholesome
activities for and with the children in residence.
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Eliminating Barriers

HOPES Center, located in downtown Racine, offers without
charge counseling, case management and healing arts
services to Racine’s homeless and mentally ill. As a recently
state-certified Outpatient Mental Health Clinic, services are
now able to be offered to the underinsured and those on
Medicare or Medicaid. However, HOPES Center primarily
relies on grants, community support and volunteers to
sustain all services.
The mission of
HOPES Center
is focused on
the dignity and
worth of all
people. “In my
counseling at
HOPES Center, I
feel understood
in a way I haven’t
at most other
times in my
Sara DeGrave is one of the counselors at
life,” comments
HOPES Center.
Belinda. This
mission, rooted in the Racine Dominican quest for justice,
strives to address causes and consequences of poverty.
Judith notes “my HOPES Center counselor helped me
re-work obstacles in my life that have held me back,” thus
elimating barriers to her success.
The new HOPES Center location at 521 6th Street has a
welcoming lobby through which wafts the aroma of freshly
brewed coffee. Case managers and counselors meet
clients in the privacy of individual offices. Thus, the very
environment provided is a place where service providers
pass on their regard for the dignity and worth of all who
come through the doors.

If you wish to add a friend to our private,
nontransferable mailing list or if you wish to
be removed from the list, please notify:
sponsorship@racinedominicans.org.

People Coming Together

Lou Slesar (center) with visitors, Suzi Coe and her son.
The Senior Companion Program matches adults, usually
seniors, who are isolated due to circumstances of age or
physical limitations, with volunteer companions. The program
offers and encourages people to come together to share
experiences, time and possibly friendship. This simple idea
has proven to provide greater health and happiness to
companions and those visited alike.
Suzi Coe (volunteer) and son and Lou Slesar (visitee) are
companions. Reflecting on their visits, Lou says, “I’m not as
lonely as I once was. Knowing Suzi is coming to visit makes
me happy. I share stories of how we raised four children or
when we would have fish fries in our backyard and all of the
neighbors would come over. I’ve lived a good life.”
Suzi observes,” I have learned so much from Lou. She has
taught me things from her life experiences. Lou is always
upbeat and positive. I go to brighten her day, but I find she
makes me just as happy. I feel better after visiting Lou.”
“I want my teenage sons to have interaction with other
generations. I want them to know the importance of helping
others. There is so much to learn from the elderly.” Suzi
often takes her sons along on their visit. She is passing on a
reverence and respect for elders.
The Senior Companion Program serves older adults in their
homes, apartments, nursing homes or assisted living facilities.
Volunteer visitors keep these seniors in the loop of life. There
is never a cost to the visitee. The program is supported by the
Racine Dominicans, as well as by donations from individuals
and organizations.

Some Highlights in History

St. Catherine’s High School sesquicentennial anniversary
inspired a quick look at the annals in the Dominican Archives.
From a random perusal of newspaper articles, yearbooks and
fliers, this was found:

1924 The original SCHS building at
1200 Park Avenue was completed. The
American Gothic structure was designed
by Barry Byrne, a student (who strayed
from the designs) of Frank Lloyd Wright.
1945 Sr. Honora guided a Radio
Workshop where students learned “how a
broadcast goes together.”

SCHS 1924

1947 With two shifts of classes, a building with a capacity
of 500 was straining to contain 925 students; a new addition
was constructed.
The class of 1949 held the unique distinction of attending
school half-days throughout their four years.
1962 Russian, French, Spanish and Latin were 		
curricular offerings.
1965 Headlines in The Shield, a student newspaper, read, 		
“396 Seniors to Graduate.”
1969 Brutus, the Doberman pinscher, became the night
watchdog at SCHS; his job was to deter thievery and vandalism.
1982 Fourteen sisters were on staff of SCHS (today there 		
are none).
1984 Another expansion project included a new library, a
computer learning center and more.
1988 The spring musical, 42nd Street, was directed by Fr.
Roetzer along with Mrs. Payton, choreographer, and Mr. Ruelle,
band director.
Beneath these few memories is a torch that continues to be
carried now and into the future by dedicated lay women and
men who believe in the value of Catholic education.
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